








  In 2002, 6 of 8 USACE 
maintenance dredging projects met 
the Programmatic Windows. 

  The other 2 were approved with 
minimal extra conditions, following 
the “informal consultation” 
process. 



For projects that 
need to work 
outside established 
Windows, informal 
consultation may 
be enough. 

The challenge has 
been getting 
private applicants 
to “try” the 
process, rather 
than assume they’ll 
be denied. 



Many of the steps 
recommended in the 
NAS report have 
already been taken 
by LTMS. 

The Environmental 
Windows Working 
Group is building on, 
but moving beyond, 
this report. 





 Specific projects having trouble meeting 
the existing Programmatic Windows 

 Assistance with the “informal 
consultation” process 



•  Existing Windows are mainly based on 
potential presence of sensitive species 

•  New studies might allow more precise 
management (longer “open” Windows) 



•  Identify operational or technological 
measures that could allow work to continue 
even when sensitive species are known to be 
present 



•  Issues that, if addressed, could make it 
easier to work within established Windows 

•  For example: USACE contracting 
processes; more “Tier I” decisions; earlier 
coordination with DMMO 



Long-term Goal 




